	The St. James’ Epistle
November 27th, 2011                                                                                          Advent


A letter from the Rector
Jesus said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,

but will have the light of life."  (John 8:12 NIV)
Dear Beloved of St. James,

The season of Advent begins in a time of darkness as the days are getting shorter and the nights are getting longer. After all, we have a God who created all things, and it is no surprise that nature has a way of revealing spiritual truth. Jesus used metaphors such as seeds, soil, and growth in his parables to illustrate the nature of the Kingdom of God. Light and darkness are major themes in the scriptures symbolizing the love and hope of the gospel versus the sin and death in the world. It is fitting that Advent begins this way and that we light candles as a way to say to the darkness: No, you will never overcome the light.

Lately it seems that there is an abundance of dark-ness in our world including economic calamity. Sometimes it seems as if our troubles will overcome us, and we are tempted to lose hope and give in to the darkness. The promise of God is that He will never let that happen.

"In him (Jesus) was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it." (John 1:4-5 NIV)
Jesus is the light of the world and in Jesus rests the hope for the entire world. In Advent we look for-ward to that time when he will put away darkness forever. Until that time, the season of Advent becomes a living reminder that the light of the world is near.

Advent begins with the lighting of a single candle on the Advent wreath. The candlelight increases until Christmas when the glow of candlelight greets the birth of our Savior. I like how one author put it, "Every candle we light becomes a protest of light against the darkness. They declare to every power of darkness that there is a light that shines, and that the darkness will never be able to overcome it". We 
are invited to be the people in whom, and through whom, that light shines to the world.
I invite each of you to join me in a holy and hopeful Advent, always shining with the light of Christ in our lives. I also invite everyone to join me in the daily discipline of prayer and meditation during these days leading up to Christmas. You can decide to set aside time for private Bible reading of your own choosing or look for a devotional guide to get you started. You can join others from St. James on retreats published in this newsletter. You can join us for worship every Sunday in Advent as a way to prepare the shining light in your heart to serve others in Jesus name. This Advent, be the bright light God is calling you to be!!
Marya+
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Bean Supper
Come one, Come all!!
Join us at St. James

December 3, 2011 - 5 to 7 pm



Cheryl Robinson, Sr. Warden -- The "Bean Supper" is a time-honored tradition for charitable fundraisers, but does anyone know how it started? It just seems like an unlikely menu to attract large crowds, but there must be some story to explain the success of such events! 


One story is that baked beans started with the pilgrims, when cooking on the Sabbath was prohi-bited. The beans and Brown Bread were baked the night before and then heated to piping hot for the next day's meal. 


How Bean Suppers started might be a mystery, but these dinners are for sure a great source of Food and Fellowship.


Inside St James you will see long tables set with center pieces, place settings with sugar and creamers and lots of condiments. A packed buffet at the front of the hall is full of made-from-scratch salads, corn bread, pies and of course crock pots filled with delicious baked beans.  


Price tag for this all-you-can-eat feast? It is $7 per adult $3 per child.


What is so wonderful about this setting and good food is people don't cook this way at home anymore, but they love the food we serve at St James. We have regulars just like any good restaurant who always ask when our next Bean Supper will be. 


St. James Episcopal Church holds bean suppers four times a year and each event is full of good food and good company. There's something heavenly about church suppers, and that's not just a play on words. There are some things we take away fromthese fellowship meals that are not food or extra pounds. You see, the best things we carry away are the memories we create of the time spent together for the good of our Church and the good of our companions.
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PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF THE FOLLOWING:
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MARYA ON VACATION

December 27th thru January 3rd, 2012

Please contact the parish office with questions in her absence at 978-373-1270 or saintjameschurch@comcast.net
ROSEMARY ON VACATION

Monday, Nov. 28th thru Friday, Dec. 2nd
Parish Office will be staffed from

9:00AM – 12:00PM

Many thanks to Mary Klueber for her willingness to help and consistently caring ways. I am SO grateful for you!!!  Rosemary



8:30AM to 1:30PM Monday thru Friday

Contact Information:

Parish Office: 978-373-1270
Email Address: saintjameschurch@comcast.net
Website: www.saintjamesgroveland.org
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In an emergency, you may contact

The Rev. Marya DeCarlen at 978-590-1642
[image: image6.jpg]



[image: image7.png]



Advent and Christmas Services & Upcoming Events

Sunday, December 4th
9:30am Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II

2nd Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 11th
9:30am Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II

3rd Sunday of Advent

Service of Healing, Eucharistic Visitors, Health & Healing Ministry

Sunday, December 18th
9:30am Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II

4th Sunday of Advent

Children’s Christmas Pageant

Healing Touch
Saturday, December 24th
4:00pm Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Christmas Eve

Sunday, December 25th
No Services

Christmas Blessings to all!!!


MID-WEEK EUCHARIST
Tuesdays@12:15 – Nov. 29th thru Apr. 3rd
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PLEASE NOTE!  There will be NO Mid-Week Eucharist on Tues., Dec. 27th and Jan. 3rd as Marya will be away.

This intimate Eucharist is a respite in our busy lives. Please drop in from work or errands, reflect on the day’s readings, and share Holy Communion.[image: image9.jpg]




Welcome to our newly trained Acolytes!!
Michael DeCarlen-Bumiller

Avery Gillett

Maxx Robinson
Lay Ministers are always welcome! . . . and Lay Ministry licensing is taking place NOW.  If you are interested in serving God, and St. James’, as an Acolyte, Chalice Bearer; Greeter, Lay Reader, or Eucharistic Visitor may contact the parish office or speak with Marya for details. 

Altar Guild Sign-up

An Altar Guild team is needed for the Month of December. The current rotation goes thru January, 2012. Please see Carol Moulton if you would like to participate in this Ministry.

Say it with Flowers . . . 

Did you know that the flowers in the church every Sunday are given by members to glorify our Lord and to honor, or remember, loved ones? These arrangements beautify our church and enhance our worship.

Those interested in donating flowers may do so by seeing the schedule/sign-up chart in the parish hall, or by contacting the parish office at 978-373-1270 or saintjameschurch@comcast.net. 
 And speaking of flowers . . . If you have loved ones whom you wish to Remember, Celebrate, and/or express Thanksgiving for, you may complete the “Christmas Flower Order Form” (found at the end of this Newsletter). Your name, and the name of your loved one(s), will be placed in the Christmas bulletins, and held in our thoughts and prayers throughout the Christmas Season..


On a Musical Note . . .
Choir Practice is held on Tuesday Evenings @ 6:45pm, at the home of Andrea DeGiovanni, 27 Pond St., Georgetown, MA

Please see Andrea for details
YOU ARE INVITED TO NAME THAT TUNE!!!

It has come to the attention or our Liturgical Planning team that many of you have favored hymns that we seldom include in our services.  Therefore, the Liturgical Planning Team invites you to submit your favorite hymns to us, in writing, and we will include it in a Sunday service within two-months time. Forms are in a basket located in the Narthex of the Church.

Tuesdays from 9:30 – 11:30am

The group will be studying in preparation

for the service on the following Sunday.


ALL ARE WELCOME!!!

Interested parties should contact:

Starr Anderson at 978-352-2147
janderson19@verizon.net
********************
Advent Quiet Morning - Preparing Our Hearts for the Lord

Saturday, December 3rd, 2011-9:00-12:30

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Brookline

Christi Humphrey  -- In the season of Advent, we await the coming of the Prince of Peace.  Each year, the Church’s calendar leads us through a time of both preparation and expectancy for the incarnation of God in the world, as a past event, through the life of Jesus, and a present and future happening, through our lives and of those still to come.

Please plan to attend an Advent Quiet Morning of prayer and reflection Saturday, December 3rd from 9-12:30pm.  The morning will be facilitated by Christi Humphrey, MDiv, spiritual director and
[MORE . . . ]

retreat leader.  Using the story of the Annunciation and the traditions of the Advent season, we will study and meditate on the practice of praying with our imagination.  The cost of the morning is $10 per person. To reserve a spot contact Lucy Sewall, Parish Administrator at office@stpaulsbrookline.org or 617-566-4953.

********************
St. James Holiday Fair
November 12, 2011

Alice Claps, Treasurer -- This years Holiday Fair at Saint James was another great success!!  We have learned what folks are looking for and it’s a unique mix of the tea room, the soup kitchen, wonderful baked goods, and the gift basket selection.  


As always, God works in mysterious ways.  Julie’s announcement in church of her need for help brought people to her house every day preceding the fair to help her bake and package her cookies. This was good for Julie and good for those who came to help…we all learned from one another.

Our baskets continue to be a huge draw!  Hopefully, when you are on vacation, at a store sale, or even a yard sale you will think of St. James and plan a basket for next year’s Fair. We all know how beautifully Regina puts these baskets together . . . .let’s think ahead and give her something to work with!  


The tea room grows in popularity…a cozy spot to have a cup of tea and cookie. Who else does that?  Our hall was beautifully decorated this year by Alice, Carol and Shelley. Who doesn’t love a hot dog at a church fair . . . we’ve got them!

The breakdown is as follows:

Baskets                                   $1313.00

Baked Goods                           1313.25

Silent Auction                            628.00

Soup Kitchen                             556.00

Crafts & Christmas                    343.00

Classy Elephant                         224.25

Jewelry                                       173.50

Other Donations                         142.75

Hot Dogs & Beans                     100.50

Vendor Donations                        50.00

Total                                        $ 4,884.25
Thanks to all who worked the fair, working the fair means you give up a day for St. James.

Thanks to all who donated to the fair...a basket, a crockpot of soup, crafts, silent auction items, jewelry, baked goods . . . any and all donations were welcomed and appreciated.  Thanks to all who attended the fair. All of your efforts made this fair successful.


Please think about the fair during the coming year and help us with new ideas . . . we can do it again, even better!  


Church School

Marya DeCarlen - The church school leadership is in transition with the advent of Jen Acorn leaving her role as Director of Children's Ministries and Experiences.  The teachers have had two meetings in the last month and have shared their leadership hopes for the future:

1. Church School Director --non-stipendiary

2. Church School Committee

3. Combo of above

There was also some discussion of having mission activities and special activities completed during the coffee hour rather than during church school so that lessons could be completed weekly.  Some of the teachers felt it was important to experience more weekly worship with children and suggested that church school start earlier with children joining their families for worship earlier than the "peace."  The next meeting of the church school leadership will be in January.


The teachers are trying their level best to create a schedule that makes sense and considers the Christmas Pageant which will be held this year on the 4th Sunday of Advent during the morning service.  The rehearsal for the pageant will be held from 9am-12-pm on December 17th followed by a pizza party.  For those of you who have not yet contacted Kristin Gillett to secure a role (speaking, or non speaking) for your child in the Christmas Pageant, please do so ASAP!!

PAGEANT  REHEARSAL
Saturday, December 17th from 9am – 12pm

Baking to follows from 12 – 3pm


Diocesan Convention Notes

Marya DeCarlen - Other than honoring retiring Bud Cederholm for his service as Bishop, electing folks for commit-tee positions and thanking lots of folks for their service to the diocese, there are a few important points I want to highlight:

1. The Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts is one of the few Dioceses in the Episcopal Church (and the only one in New England) that is actually growing.
2. The Clergy Compensation Committee recommended and the Convention approved a 3% COLA for clergy and staff. This increase was expected and 1%  increase for staff has been added to our parish draft budget for 2012 by the Finance Committee.
3. A resolution was passed which asks parishes to develop a "ministry with the aging." The Resolution will consider issues and problems common to the aging, the need for financial counseling, how to properly work with local agencies (like tying into programs designed to assist those with physical or mental challenges) and develop opportunities for recreation and fellowship. The Resolution recommends that each parish have a committee to facilitate implementation of such a ministry as a part of our overall pastoral and/or outreach ministry. This committee will need to send 2 representatives to our local Deanery meeting at least once in the coming year to help facilitate a report for next year's convention.

4. Convention passed an $8 million budget for 2012. Of this approx. $4.7 million will be collected though assessments from over 130 parishes. The assessments equal roughly 13-15% of each parishes' operating expenses (not revenues) based on calendar year 2009. Outside of the assessment income, 24% of diocesan revenues come from a 4% draw from several endowments. The Bishop's Discretionary fund is entirely funded by legacy endowments for that purpose.

5. What does the money we provide the diocese go for besides helping to pay for 2 Bishops, approximately 35 employees and St. Paul's Cathedral? It is a long list but here are three of the ones are very impressive:


     "Life Together" - the Young Adult Intern     

Program


This program offers 11-month internships 

for young adults (18-30 years of age) in 


churches and mission-based organizations 

in the greater Boston area.  Interns develop 

leadership skills and spiritual formation 


through service, social justice work, com-

munity organizing, spiritual practices and 

intentional community.  Interns serve 30 

hours a week in their site placements and 

eight hours a week in leadership training, 

spiritual formation and reflection. My 


nephew Reed Loy is a part of this program 

and I hope to get him up here at some point 

so you can get some direct feedback on the 

kinds of things he and his colleagues in the 

program are doing.



The Green Grants Initiative


An initiative that encourages, challenges 

and supports congregations in environ-


mental stewardship.  Through Green 


Grants parishes like St. John's can take on 

major energy-saving infrastructure projects 

like replacing our ageing oil-fired heating 

system with a 98% efficient multi-zoned 

gas boiler.


 The Jubilee Ministry


In partnership with African provinces and 

dioceses, Jubilee volunteers from our 


diocese plan and administer programs in 

Africa for training home-based care 


workers, supporting orphan feeding and 

education, assisting Anglican hospitals and 

clinics to deliver basic medical care to
 


[MORE . . . ]



orphans and afflicted families and to 


pregnant women, providing testing and 


aftercare, and preventing transmission.


Jubilee has a particular need for indivi-


duals with Africa-specific experience 


and/or relevant skills: public health, 


financial development and management, 

education and communication.
Pre-Confirmation Retreats at the Barbara C. Harris Camp
Retreat #1: March 23-24, 2012
Retreat #2: March 30-31, 2012 

 

 The Office of Youth Ministries Staff would be happy to consult with any parish group about Youth Ministries in their parish! Please email the Rev. Kit Lonergan for more information. 


 
 “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers for, by this, some have entertained angels without knowing it. -- Hebrews 13:2
Coffee Hour, a time for parishioners and visitors alike to gather together here at St. James, is held every Sunday following the service in the parish hall. Sweet and/or Savory delights are provided by volunteers (generally two people) who set up prior to the Service and clean-up following this delightful time to relax and connect. If you are interested in “hosting” our Sunday “Welcome and gab fest”, please see the Signup Sheet in the parish hall . . . or contact Maria Costanzo for more details.

WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY              

Fri. Dec.16th @ 7PM

Snow date Sun., Dec. 18th @7PM)

Ecclesia Ministries visits
St. James
Ecclesia Vision Statement

We are un-housed and housed people called by God into Christian community and ministry for the purpose of transforming all our lives. We bridge the resources of diverse congregations, living into God’s preference for the poor. We give voice to the voiceless, we respect the dignity of every human being, and we see the face of Christ in ourselves and other as we join in outside worship. 

Mark Prescott -- Saint James was selected to host an overnight visit from Ecclesia Ministries and pilgrims on their walk from Boston, via Swampscott and Topsfield, to St. James.

On the night they arrived, we served them a wonderful dinner and they shared their stories of life and hardships, of being homeless, and how Ecclesia ministries has helped them. They spent the night at the CHI property on Salem Street.


We served them breakfast the next morning before continuing their final leg of their journey to Emery House in West Newbury. On the final 7 mile walk to Emery House, the pilgrims were joined by Marya DeCarlen, Julia Steer, Regina Moormann, and Todd Robinson.

A “Thank You” from Ecclesia Ministries
To the Community of St. James:

We, the pilgrims of Ecclesia Ministries, greatly appreciate your hospitality in welcoming us into your home, giving us rest and feast. Communion with you has been a rich and filling blessing in our lives, as we search for God within ourselves. We are now honored to know you as our brothers and sisters in Christ. As the new day dawns, and we continue our walk, you bless us more by joining us in our quest. It is, has been, and, for all eternity will be a pleasure to cherish these moments deep in our hearts, minds and, most importantly, our souls. God is most assuredly pleased with you all, and we know your blessings will be bountiful. These words cannot express our gratitude and love for you all, but it is a start. Please know that it is boundless, endless, and eternal. May God’s peace and love provide you all with peace of mind, good health and prosperity. 


When you see the leaves falling from the trees in the changing of the seasons, or the birds building their nests in the Spring, know that these things are God, because they are of God. Just as it should be, when each and every only of you sees your reflection in the stillness of the waters of life, YOU are God, because you are also of God.  Blessings to you.

Jep Streit, Paul Estes, James Parker, David Slagman, Jayne Eisan, Dave R., Brian Eicay, Judy Kane, Brendon, Jennifer McCracken, Tina, Steven Sullivan, Mary, Jen, Ginnie Walder, and Richard.
A “Invitation” from Ecclesia Ministries

Ecclesia Ministries has invited the parishioners of Saint James’ to join them for a dinner and celebration of the Pilgrimage Walk and visit to Saint James and two other churches on November 1st & 2nd.
The Dinner will be held on Friday, Dec., 2nd, at 6:00 pm

138 Tremont St.,

(St.Paul's Cathredral).

If you wish to attend, please contact Julia at 978-346-1116 or jsteer45@comcast.net

Upcoming Blood Pressure Clinics

On the 2nd Sunday of each month following the service, a member of our Health & Healing team is available to conduct blood pressure clinics and address your health questions and/or concerns.

Please drop in on the following Sundays:

Dec. 11 – Charlotte Parker
January -- Mary Miner
Feb. 12 -- Kristine Ferrara

Actions taken by the Property Committee:

· Contacted Mass Interfaith Power and Light to set up an appointment to have an Energy Audit done on our buildings.

· Furnace cleaning and maintenance was completed on Thursday, Nov 17th in the Church, Parish Hall, and Rectory.

· We are considering a change in our Oil Provider -- from Townsend to Haffners
· Tenant in the Rectory will be vacating the property on December 15th, 2011. We may be looking for volunteers to help prepare the property for new tenants. We would like the property to be ready for new tenants on January 1st, 2012. Those who may be interested in renting should contact the broker, Steve Horne, at 978-815-0033.
· Bob Steer has just about completely overhauled and serviced our Handicap Lift!!! . . .  and now is our “Go to Guy” for the Lift !! Many Thanks Bob!!

 
Coming Home, Inc. is very happy to announce the completion of the work on our “Affordable Housing” units, located at 740 Salem Street in Groveland,


The 2nd floor apartment has been rented with folks moving in on December 1st.


The 3rd floor apartment is available for immediate occupancy.
[MORE . . . ]

We are hoping to make the 1st floor space available for an educational concern or some kind, i.e., Yoga classes, Dance Studio, Preschool and/or Childcare, Cooking classes, etc.


Holy Baptism
Liam Matthew McNulty, of Bradford, MA -- Great grandson of Barbara Pettipost, on Sunday, June 12th, 2011

LiLiana Marie McNulty, of Bradford, MA -- Great granddaughter of Barbara Pettipost, on Sunday, June 12th, 2011

Coralynn Marie Robinson, of Haverhill, MA -- Granddaughter of Cheryl and Tim Robinson, on Sunday, June 12th, 2011

Sofia Marie Kuchar, of Plaistow, NH

-- Daughter of Karin Marie Haynes and Christopher John Kuchar, on Sunday, September 25th, 2011

Keiran Patrick Neeley, of Groveland, MA

-- Son of Sarah Elizabeth Neeley and Brian Scott Neeley, on Sunday, September 25th, 2011

Marriage
Sharon Durette and Patricia Sorenson, of Georgetown, MA on Saturday, October 8th, 2011 

Christmas Flower Order Form

Christmas is a time to remember and give thanks for our loved ones and for God’s abundant blessings. At Christmas, we decorate the church with beautiful flowers given in memory of loved ones, or in thanksgiving for a person or event.

You are invited to be a donor of our Holiday Flowers. Flowers can be donated by completing this form and placing it in the Offertory Plate or Marya’s mail box in the parish hall; or . . . by contacting the parish office via email at saintjameschurch@comcast.net or telephone at 978-373-1270.

Checks may be made payable to St. James’ Church and marked “holiday flowers” in the memo line.

Your generous response will help St. James to maintain this lovely holiday tradition. However, we wish this to be an opportunity for everyone and there is no specified donation amount.

(-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Donor name and Phone/Email

_________________________________________________________

Flowers are given in memory of . . . 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Flowers are given in thanksgiving for . . . 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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